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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON WAR CRIMES EVIDENCE REQUESTS 
REF: A) MOSCOW 7265 B) STATE 21420 

1 . IF ASKED ABOUT RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN WAR CRIMES EVI- 
DENCE REQUESTS, YOU MAY DRAW ON REF B AND FOLLOWING GUIDANCE, 
WHICH DEPARTMENT PLANS TO USE ONLY IF ASKED: 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON RECENT US REQUESTS TO THE 
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SOVIET GOVERNMENT FOR EVIDENCE OF WAR CRIMES BY PERSONS 
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NOW RESIDING IN THE US? 

A. YES, I REFER YOU TO OUR PRESS RELEASE NO. 39 DATED 
JANUARY 29 REPORTING THAT THREE SUCH REQUESTS WERE GIVEN 
TO THE SOVIET MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ON JANUARY 26. 

ON MAY 6 OUR EMBASSY IN MOSCOW GAVE THE SOVIETS ELEVEN MORE 
REQUESTS. 

Q. CAN YOU GIVE US ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE INDIVIDUALS 
OR THE ALLEGED WAR CRIMES? 

A. NO, AS WE NOTED IN PRESS RELEASE NO 39, PRIVACY AND DUE 
PROCESS CONSIDERATIONS PRECLUDE OUR RELEASING ANY INFOR 
MATION ABOUT THE ALLEGED CRIMES WHICH COULD LEAD TO PUBLIC 
IDENTIFICATION OF THE INDIVIDUALS. 

Q. DID THE SOVIETS PROVIDE EVIDENCE IN RESPONSE TO THE 
FIRST THREE REQUESTS? 

A. NOT YET, BUT A SOVIET OFFICIAL INDICATED TO OUR 
EMBASSY THAT THE SOVIETS ARE GATHERING INFORMATION AND 
PREPARING A RESPONSE. 

Q. WHY DIDN'T YOU SUBMIT THESE ELEVEN CASES WITH THE 
FIRST THREE ON JANUARY 26? 

A. WE WERE NOT READY TO SUBMIT THESE ELEVEN ON JANUARY 26. 
ALSO, WE WANTED TO SEE HOW THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT REACTED 
TO THE FIRST THREE. 

Q. WILL YOU SUBMIT MORE SUCH CASES IN THE FUTURE? 

A. THAT HAS NOT BEEN DECIDED. 

Q. IS IT TRUE THAT ON MAY 7 THE SOVIETS REQUESTED EX- 
TRADITION OF ONE OF THE ELEVEN WHOSE NAME WERE PRESENTED 
ON MAY 6? 

A. I HAVE NO COMMENT ON THAT. HOWEVER, THERE IS NO 
US-USSR EXTRADITION TREATY. IN THE ABSENCE OF SUCH A 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 STATE 113980 

TREATY, THE US GOVERNMENT CANNOT EXTRADITE ANY US CITIZEN 
OR PERMANENT RESIDENT TO THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES. KISSINGER 
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